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conscious  decision  to  do  to  visit  the  Colt  Arms  facto-  versa. 
nothing  this  Thursday  so  ry.  He  told  tales  of  shooting  Keating  said  one  ck^ 
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51  Years  Ago  They  Rioted 
At  Rudolph  Valentino’s  Bier 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  — On 
an  afternoon  in  August  the 
man  who  had  set  young 
women  swooning  lay  on  his 
bier,  dead  before  his  time. 
Thousands  clawed  and 
shoved  in  the  street  outside, 
frantic  for  a glimpse. 

A riot  started  that  police 
couldn’t  control.  Women  and 
girls  fainted  near  men  who 
emulated  the  idol’s  hairdo. 
More  than  100  were  hurt. 

No,  it  wasn’t  Elvis. 

It  was  Valentino,  and  it 
was  more  than  50  years  ago. 

Rudolph  Valentino,  the 
Sheik,  the  greatest  lover  of 
the  silent  screen,  had  died  of 
peritonitis  the  day  before  at 
the  age  of  31.  He  was  lying 
in  state  at  a funeral  parlor 
on  Broadway  on  Aug.  24, 
1926,  the  day  after  he  died.. 

Outside,  30,000  gathered. 
It  began  to  rain.  They  grew 
unruly. 

Time  after  time,  a dozen 
mounted  police  pushed  hors- 
es into  the  crowd  to  break  it 
up.  “Women  shrieked  and 
yelled  in  terror  and  tried  to 
scramble  away  from  the 
horses’  hoofs,”  the  New  York 
Times  wrote. 

“People  broke  and  ran  like 
sheep,”  the  New  York  World 
reported.  “But  they  ran  into 
thicker  huddles  and  began 
screaming,  clawing,  going 
into  hysterics  and  fainting. 
Women,  their  stockings 
blackened  with  mud  up  to 
their  knees,  lost  their  snoes 
and  hobbled  about  in  stock- 
ing feet,  wringing  their 
hands.” 

Plate  glass  windows  shat- 
tered, showering  the  crowd 
with  shards  of  glass.  Later, 
police  found  28  unmatched 
shoes. 

Valentino’s  manager,  R. 
George  Ullman,  decided  to 
put  the  body  in  a glass-cov- 
ered coffin.  “This  crowd  is 
likely  to  do  almost  any- 
thing,” he  said.  “Some  will 
try  to  touch  the  body,  others 
will  perhaps  try  to  take  a 
button  from  his  coat  — to 
touch  his  face.” 

One  woman  tried  to  kiss 
Valentino,  “only  to  discover 
the  glass  and  turn  away  with 
hands  upflung,  eyes  staring,” 
the  World  reported. 

The  next  day,  112  police- 


men were  on  the  scene  and 
things  were  calmer.  In  all, 
some  50,000  to  75,000  people 
viewed  the  body. 

“The  average  wait  was 
three  and  a half  hours  for  an 
average  glimpse  of  three 
seconds,”  the'  World  wrote. 
“Rudolph  Valentino  alive 
never  drew  such  a crowd  as 
did  Rudolph  Valentino 
dead.” 

The  funeral  six  days  later 
was  attended  by  a sobbing 
Mary  Pickford,  by  other  film 
stars  of  the  day,  and  by  a 
woman  the  Italian-born 
actor  was  said  to  have  loved, 
actress  Pola  Negri.  The  cof- 
fin was  covered  by  a blanket 
of  pink  roses  she  had  sent. 
She  broke  down  as  she 
showed  reporters  a last  mes- 
sage: 

“Pola  — if  she  does  not 
come  in  time,  tell  her  I think 
of  her.” 

Each  Aug.  23  since  then,  a 
mysterious  woman  in  black 
has  visited  Valentino’s  crypt 


in  Hollywood.  Some  say  she 
is  Jean  Acker,  his  first  wife. 
Others  say  she  is  Miss  Negri. 

Whoever  she  is,  she  is  but 
one  of  the  women  who  were 
young  in  the  1920s  and  idol- 
ized Valentino,  with  his 
slicked-back  hair,  his  smooth 
and  flawless  features,  his 
equally  smooth  way  with  the 
ladies. 

They  are  the  grandmoth- 
ers of  today’s  teen-agers. 
Perhaps  a few  in  the  crowd 
that  day  had  daughters  or 
granddaughters  who 
swooned  over  a very  differ- 
ent sex  idol  named  Elvis 
Presley. 

ENERGY SOURCES 

Of  all  the  energy  used  in 
the  United  States,  46  per 
cent  comes  from  petroleum, 
30  per  cent  from  natural  gas, 
18  per  cent  from  coal,  4 per 
cent  from  water,  almost  2 
per  cent  is  nuclear  and  a 
scant  0.2  per  cent  is  from 
miscellaneous  sources. 
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